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Claims 18 and 19 merely contain a reference to the description and 
drawings . 

Said claims therefore do not meet the requirement following from Rule 
6.2 (a) PCT that references to the description and drawings are 
allowable only where the reference is absolutely necessary (see also PCT 
Guidelines, 5.10). 
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normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
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out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
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